St Winifred’s School* Curriculum Policy


St Winifred’s* School and April House Nursery aims to provide for the whole child through a varied curriculum, with a wide programme of study and opportunities to develop all aspects of every pupil’s talents. Pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress at an appropriate rate relevant to their capabilities. Additional support is provided for pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and English as an Additional Language (EAL) through small groups and one to one support in and out of the classroom. Able pupils are stretched through extended tasks and our Able and Talented workshops. 
The school day is broken down into nine 30 minute lessons. There is a twenty minute session before assembly on Monday to Thursday which is extra literacy and maths time as well as registration. On Friday mornings Key Stage 1 has an assembly whilst Key Stage 2 has a Form period. Upper school pupils involved in the orchestra have a rehearsal. At the end of the school day there is a ten minute Form period every day to enable children to gather homework, chose lunch options etc.
Early Years Foundation Stage

In the Nursery and Reception Class the curriculum follows the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework and ongoing assessment takes place in the six developmental areas. Progress in these areas is recorded in the Nursery Learning Journeys and in Receptions Foundation Stage profiles. Learning Journeys are discussed regularly with parents. Reception parents are included in the parents evening arrangements for the school.
The curriculum for the Nursery includes set times for swimming and gym. They join the school for assembly at least once a week as well as taking part in whole school activities including Sports Day, Speech Day and charity events. Outdoor activities are provided in their own play area. Please see the Nursery curriculum overview attached.

Reception have a time tabled day to allow them to have a range of specialist teachers for different subjects. Plan Do Review sessions are built into each day’s timetable to enable observations for the Foundation Stage Profile to be completed. Swimming, games, music and drama are taught with Form 1. Phonics and number work take place during the mornings. There are set class lessons each week for Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), Personal, Social, Health, & Citizenship Education (PSHCE) and Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the ICT suite. Humanities subjects and science lessons are taught in the afternoons when the pupils are with Form 1 and have the opportunity to experiment and talk about their tasks with a wider age range.
Key Stage 1 (KS1) & Key Stage 2 (KS2)
As well as the core subjects (Maths, English and Science,) ICT, PSHCE, History, Geography, RS, Music, Art/Technology/Textiles, Swimming, Gym/Dance, Games and MFL are taught weekly. Library use is included in pre-assembly time for Key stage 2 as well as extra English lessons.
In KS1 the afternoons are structured for science, art, design technology and humanities subjects so the pupils can spend time discussing these areas and more creative work can be done.
KS1 Breakdown of taught time allocation  
	Subject
	Time in Minutes
	Percentage of Timetable*

	English
	450
	29

	Math
	350
	23

	Science
	90 #
	6

	History/Geography
	90 #
	6

	RE and PSHCE
	180
	12

	Physical Activity
	180#
	12

	Art/CDT/Textiles
	90 #
	6

	ICT
	30 
	2

	MFL
	30
	2

	Music
	60
	4


# Form 1 include these subjects tasks in ‘Plan, Do, Review’ time
Form 1 has 300mins of ‘Plan, Do, Review’ which is 19% of their time table
8:50am till 3:30pm = 1550 minutes (excluding playtime)
*Percentages exclude playtime, registration and lunch
KS2 Breakdown of taught time allocation
	Subject
	Time in minutes
	Percentage of timetable*

	English
	450
	29

	Math 
	350
	23

	Science
	120
	7

	History/Geography
	60 (90 in Form 6)
	4 (6)

	RE and PSHCE
	180
	12

	Physical Activity
	180
	12

	Art/CDT/Textiles
	90 (60 in Form 6)
	6 (4)

	ICT
	60
	4

	MFL
	30
	2

	Music
	30
	2


8:50am till 3:30pm = 1550 minutes (excluding playtime)
*Percentages excluding playtime, registration and lunch

Pupils with statements of special educational needs or English as an additional language are given extra support to enable them to access the schools curriculum. Individual or small group work is provided to enable these children to be integrated wherever possible into the classroom. 
After and Before School Care 
Before and After School Care is offered as an extra provision to the school day. 

Before School starts at 8.00am and pupils participate in a number of chosen and organised activities.

After School Care runs from 3.30pm until 6.00pm and pupils are offered a selection of chosen and planned activities, involving board games, craft, construction toys and playground games. A snack tea is provided. 
Extra Curricular Activities

To enable pupils to develop skills and experience new activities after school clubs are run by staff. These clubs reflect interests of staff or pupils. Clubs are offered to all age ranges and include:
Art & Craft Club, Computer Club, Choir, Cookery Club, Football, Games, Juggling, Papier Mache, Subbuteo. 
Invitation ‘Able & Talented Workshops’ are organised each half term for a variety of interests. Science, Music, Maths, English, Art and Drama are to be targeted this year.

Ballet lessons, Street Jam Dance sessions, French Club and Judo classes are also available to the children. These along with Music lessons on a Friday are run by peripatetic teachers who visit the school once a week. Orchestra is held once a week by one of the peripatetic music staff and pupils from Form 3 upward who play a musical instrument are encouraged to join.
Break time clubs have been instigated by pupils and include Drawing Club, Skipping and Clapping Clubs. The library is open twice a week for both Lower school and Upper school pupils.
Assessment of pupils progress
Ongoing assessment takes place throughout the school year to identify pupils progress or difficulties. Staff grade work and record this in mark books. Exams are taken in November and May in English, Maths, Science, History / Geography. These papers are used to show knowledge and understanding in the topics covered. Reading tests are taken in November. Exam results are published to parents after these exams and there is also the opportunity for parents to discuss progress with subject teachers at this time. Maths, Science and English National curriculum levels and Teacher assessment levels are published to parents at the end of each school year. Again the opportunity to discuss results is available. 

For end of year assessment pupils in Forms 3, 4 & 5 sit optional Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) in English and Maths, whilst the end of KS1 & KS2 SATs are taken by Form 2 and Form 6. These exams are taken in May.
Lesson Planning
Subject overviews, midterm planning and schemes of work are developed by staff involved in teaching the respective subjects. Term planning and weekly planning is kept by individual teachers in their personal planners and copies are kept in the Head’s office in the teachers’ planning files. Nursery and After School Care also keep copies of their weekly planning and outcomes in planning files in the Heads office.

Communication Exams
In the Spring term pupils in Key Stage 2 are prepared for Effective Communication Examinations grades, Initial, Grades 1, 2 and 3. The preparation for these exams is carried out as part of their Literacy Curriculum. 
Physical Education
Assessment is ongoing and leads to awards, St Winifred’s Swimming Awards, Galaxy Gym Award, Games & Athletics Skills Award which are given out to every pupil at the School Speech day held at the end of the Summer term. Pupils have the opportunity to play in football matches and take part in swimming galas throughout the year.
A number of internal competitions take place during the Spring term:
Music Competition
This involves children from Reception up to Year 6. All pupils are encouraged to enter in the following categories: Beginners, Junior Solo or Group, Senior Solo or Group. Pupils earn House points for entering. During the Heats everyone has the opportunity to perform to a panel of Music teachers and the Head who select pupils to perform in a finalist concert watched by the whole school. Trophies are awarded on Speech day for each category and there is a House Trophy awarded. Certificates are awarded to the competitors so that every ones efforts are recognised and rewarded.

Art Competition
Everyone in the school, including Nursery, takes part in this competition. A theme is chosen by the staff as a whole and the pictures judged by an artist. Certificates are given to first, second, third and highly commended in each class. The overall winner of the Lower School (Nursery to Form 2) and Upper School (Form 3 to Form 6) are presented with trophies at Speech Day. 
Handwriting Competition

All pupils use their best handwriting to copy the National Handwriting Competitions chosen poem or prose for our internal competition. Entries for the National competition are also sent. Certificates are awarded to pupils for their efforts. There is an overall trophy awarded on Speech Day. 

Poetry Writing Competition

Forms 3, 4, 5 & 6 write poems for the poetry competition. The pupils read or recite their own poems to each other at our Poetry Event and the best in each class receive certificates. The overall winner receives an award at Speech Day.
Poems written for this event are used in other National competitions or sent to be included in the Young Writers Poetry books for the South region.

Essay Writing Competition
Using the titles from the ISA Essay writing competition all pupils write an essay which is internally judged. Reception and Form 1 pupils dictate their stories whilst other forms write their own unaided essays. Certificates are awarded to each class and essay writing prises presented at Speech Day. Two essays from Form 6 are entered in the ISA competition. 
Pupils are also given the chance to entre National Mini Saga competitions during the school year

Swimming Gala
At the School Swimming gala pupils from Form 1 upwards compete in a number of events leading to pupils gaining class swimming trophies and many receiving certificates. House points are earned throughout the afternoon and there are overall girls’ and boys’ House trophies awarded.

Sports Day
 After a family picnic, pupils from the Nursery upwards compete in track events, earning House points and gaining individual and group relay certificates. Pre day events take place in lesson time prior to the day to enable the pupils to learn and show their skills at non track events. These points are added to the totals gained on the day and House trophies and Form trophies for boys and girls awarded at Speech Day.

Additional Opportunities to Enhance the Curriculum

Pupils also participate in Swimming galas and Biathlon events along with other local schools or schools in the ISA region.

Special events, such as the Christmas Carol service, the annual Speech Day Musical Play, Open Day demonstrations, the Lower School concert and the Upper School concert are given curriculum time to rehearse, prepare work and performances for parents. These aspects are reflected in the lesson planning schedules.

During the school year pupils are taken on trips to support their curriculum work and visitors to the school enhance the learning experience that the staff provide.
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*Note – ‘School’ refers to and includes St Winifred's School, EYFS, April House Nursery, After School Care and Before School Care


