St Winifred’s* School Homework Policy


By working outside school children reinforce their in-school learning and extend their knowledge beyond the curriculum, developing their own interests and learn new skills they can bring back to school.
Aims

· To enhance and develop topics already presented in the classroom

· To develop organisational skills that will help each individual throughout their lives

· To allow consolidation of skills learnt

· To develop independent learning

Organisation 

A homework timetable is issued at the start of every school year to staff and pupils. Any difficulties with homework clashing with out of school activities can be discussed with the parents and alternative arrangements found.

Pupils from Nursery, when appropriate, can take books home to share. In the main school library books are borrowed weekly for use at school and at home in private or school studies. This fosters the idea of borrowing books and returning them for others to use.
Reception and Key Stage 1 have book bags to take high frequency words to learn and/or books home. Parents are encouraged to help with their learning development. Nightly reading is encouraged throughout the school.

Spelling lists are introduced in Form 1 as well as weekly spelling tests. These are differentiated for individual pupils from the start. Help to develop strategies to learn spelling rules and spelling lists is encouraged.
Form 2 is encouraged to learn their tables, practising these at home. Daily tests in Forms 3, 4, 5 & 6 also mean regular practice at home. Again, personal targets are set for each child to ensure they can monitor their progress in their learning. 

Homework for English, Maths and Science is introduced in Forms 3, 4, 5 & 6. The time pupils should spend on their studies varies depending on their age:
Form 3 - 15 minutes per evening, Form 4 - 20 minutes per evening, Form 5 - 30 minutes per evening and Form 6 - 45 minutes per evening.
Homework is set by subject teachers and will be differentiated to enable every child to achieve positive feedback from the experience. Pupils are encouraged to spend the expected time on a task, not necessarily to complete the task, if this should take too long. A balance is needed here and liaison between home and school is vital. Homework diaries can be used for messages from home regarding help needed or time taken.
Although one of the aims of homework is to foster independent learning, help or support at this stage in a pupil’s education will encourage confidence in their personal learning skills. 

If a pupil is regularly failing to do homework then the teacher involved must, after consultation with the child, contact the parent to see what the problem is and help resolve the difficulty. 

Overall Aim

· To develop independence  to carry out homework tasks away from the classroom

· To establish organisational skills that will help in later life

· To inspire the pupils to pursue avenues of personal study
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