St Winifred’s School Curriculum

Music at St Winifred’s School

Overview

Music is an important focus at St Winifred's school. Pupils are encouraged to participate, develop and extend their own talents and at the same time learn to appreciate the accomplishments of others. All classes receive one class lesson of a half an hour once a week. This session is held within a specialist room which contains a variety of percussion / untuned instruments and tuned instruments, for example: electronic keyboards, piano, glockenspiel, xylophone, ocarinas, recorders. Pupils are taught to use simple music notation and plenty of experience is given with singing, memorising songs and developing a repertoire of songs for enjoyment. Pupils compose their own pieces and are exposed to a wide range of musical genre from a variety of cultures and time periods. 
Music has a high profile within the school. In our assemblies older pupils who play the recorder contribute by accompanying the hymns selected. Extra-curricular activities are provided by regular choir and orchestra clubs which children are encouraged to join. In the Autumn Term these groups, together with a recorder group, provide a concert for an old people's home and all pupils take part in the School's Christmas Carol Service. During the Spring Term a music competition takes place, involving children of all ages and ability. Later in the term individual musicians take part in a concert for parents at a social evening. Towards the end of the Summer Term the choir, orchestra and music groups contribute to the demonstrations given by pupils at the annual Open Day and Summer Fete. Finally the whole school is involved in a musical production at Speech Day, consisting of music and drama. The orchestra also contribute on this occasion by playing the school hymn.
A high percentage of pupils receive group and individual instrumental tuition as optional lessons. From Year 2, pupils are offered instrumental tuition by visiting specialist teachers. Tuition is available for piano, recorder, clarinet, saxophone, flute, violin and guitar. In Year 1 children may learn the recorder. These lessons take place in separate rooms. Fees are paid for instrumental tuition in addition to normal school fees on a termly basis. Pupils receiving this tuition may have the opportunity to enter the graded examinations of recognised examining boards.
The Music Competition in the Spring term provides a major feature of the musical environment at St. Winifred's providing many opportunities for performing, individually and in groups, as well as for listening to others in the heats and in the final competition afternoon. Musical interest is further stimulated amongst our pupils through school visits, for example to the ‘Children’s orchestra’ performance at Central Hall, and through cross curricular links to other curriculum subjects.
Structure
Planning and assessment within the subject is based around the National Curriculum in Key Stages One and Two and around the Early Years Foundation Stage framework for younger pupils. The curriculum is divided into four main areas: performing, composing, listening and responding, evaluation. The main objectives within these areas are listed below:
	1.  

Performing
	Key Stage One
	Key Stage Two

	
	· Control sounds through singing and playing

· Use voices expressively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes

· Memorise songs

· Sing back a musical phrase played on an instrument

· Play instruments

· Perform a musical accompaniment to a song.

· Rehearse and perform with others: class assemblies, whole school performances, Macmillan coffee morning.

· Rehearse and perform for lower School concert as a class, in small groups, individually.
	· Control sounds through singing and playing

· Perform group percussion pieces.

· Sing in unison and two parts, with clear diction, control of pitch, a sense of phrase and musical expression.

· Sing songs in two parts and as part of a round.

· Play tuned and untuned instruments with control and rhythmic accuracy.

· Practise, rehearse and present performances with an awareness of the audience.

· Follow musical instructions and understand simple music notation and/or signals.

· Introduction to the stave and formal musical notation.

· Rehearse and direct to develop skills and improve techniques, so as to take part in assemblies, Macmillan coffee morning and whole school performances.


	2. 

Composing
	Key Stage One
	Key Stage Two

	
	· Create and develop musical ideas

· Create musical patterns

· Explore, choose and organise sounds and musical ideas

· Use voice, clapping and instruments

· Choose specific sounds and combine sounds to accompany a poem, a piece of prose or a particular theme e.g. a storm.
· Work in a group to plan a piece, devise some form of notation to teach the piece to another group.
	· Improvise appropriately within a given context
· Develop rhythmic and melodic materials when performing.

· Explore, choose, combine and organise musical ideas within musical structures. 

· Plan and perform own projects/performances.
· Choose specific sounds and combination of sounds to accompany a poem, a piece of prose or a particular theme e.g. a storm.
· Work in a group to plan a piece, devise some form of notation to teach the piece to another group.
· Understand how music is produced in different ways and described through relevant established and invented notations.


	3.

Listening and responding
	Key Stage One
	Key Stage Two

	
	· Listen with concentration to music from a variety of genres 

· Internalise and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.

· Show some understanding of how combined musical elements (pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and silence) can be organised and used expressively within pieces.

· Understand how sounds can be made in different ways and described using given and invented signs and symbols.

· Show understanding of how music is used for particular purposes 

· Provide feedback to music listened to

· Learn to distinguish sounds made by a range of instruments individually.
	· Listen with attention to detail within music from a variety of genres

· Internalise and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.

· Show understanding of how the combined musical elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and silence can be organised within musical structures and used to communicate different moods and effects.

· Explore and use a widening range of sound sources- recorders, keyboards, xylophones, glockenspiel, ocarina, variety of percussion.
· Show understanding of how time and place can influence the way music is created, performed and heard.

· Learn to distinguish sounds made by a range of instruments, individually and in combination .


	4.

Evaluation
	Key Stage One
	Key Stage Two

	
	· Respond and review – develop appraising skills

· Explore and express ideas and feelings about music using movement, dance and expressive and musical language.

· Suggest and make improvements to work

· Communicate feelings and opinion, with reasoning, about music listened to.
	· Analyse and compare sounds.

· Explore and explain own ideas and feelings about music using movement, dance, expressive language and musical vocabulary.

· Improve own and others’ work in relation to its intended effect.

· Provide detailed feedback to a piece of music, citing specific examples within the piece.


Breadth Of Study

· A range of musical activities that integrate performing, composing and appraising.

· Responding to a range of musical and non-musical starting points.

· Working individually, in pairs, in groups, as a class, as a school.

· Using I.C.T. to capture, change and combine sounds.

· Exposure to a range of live and recorded music from different genre, times and cultures:

	Year Group
	World Study
	Genre

	Reception, Year One, Year Two
	India
	Musical theatre

	
	Carribean
	Classical / nursery rhymes

	
	China
	Dancing music: polka, waltz, swing, salsa.

	Year Three, Year Four
	European
	Blues / Big Band

	
	African
	Jazz / Opera

	Year Five, Year Six
	Bali
	Classical

	
	South America
	Folk / Electronic


Attainment targets

Level 1

Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be made and changed. They use their voices in different ways such as speaking, singing and chanting, and perform with awareness of others. They repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns and create and choose sounds in response to given starting points. They respond to different moods in music and recognise well-defined changes in sounds, identify simple repeated patterns and take account of musical instructions.

Level 2

Pupils recognise and explore how sounds can be organised. They sing with a sense of the shape of the melody, and perform simple patterns and accompaniments keeping to a steady pulse. They choose carefully and order sounds within simple structures such as beginning, middle, end, and in response to given starting points. They represent sounds with symbols and recognise how the musical elements can be used to create different moods and effects. They improve their own work.

Level 3
Pupils recognise and explore the ways sounds can be combined and used expressively. They sing in tune with expression and perform rhythmically simple parts that use a limited range of notes. They improvise repeated patterns and combine several layers of sound with awareness of the combined effect. They recognise how the different musical elements are combined and used expressively and make improvements to their own work, commenting on the intended effect.

Level 4
Pupils identify and explore the relationship between sounds and how music reflects different intentions. While performing by ear and from simple notations they maintain their own part with awareness of how the different parts fit together and the need to achieve an overall effect. They improvise melodic and rhythmic phrases as part of a group performance and compose by developing ideas within musical structures. They describe, compare and evaluate different kinds of music using an appropriate musical vocabulary. They suggest improvements to their own and others’ work, commenting on how intentions have been achieved.
Level 5

Pupils identify and explore musical devices and how music reflects time and place. They perform significant parts from memory and from notations with awareness of their own contribution such as leading others, taking a solo part and/or providing rhythmic support. They improvise melodic and rhythmic material within given structures, use a variety of notations and compose music for different occasions using appropriate musical devices such as melody, rhythms, chords and structures. They analyse and compare musical features. They evaluate how venue, occasion and purpose affects the way music is created, performed and heard. They refine and improve their work.
Teaching Resources
As well as utilising ICT resources within the school for pupils to see and hear musical performance and associated media pupils utilise composing software on the computers within the library or ICT suite. The music room is well equipped with musical instruments, both tuned and untuned, and a variety of support materials are utilised by staff, such as:
‘Music express’ scheme with accompanying CD, CD-ROM and worksheets.

Song folders- Repertoire of songs constantly being added to with piano accompaniment. ' Sounds Musical'   Music programme  including CD
'Sounds Topical' Music programme including CD.
Various CD, Audiotapes. Theory 
Worksheets- Chappell.
'Bright Ideas' Music
' Folens ' music courses 7-9 and 9-11 years
� Note- ‘School’ refers to and includes After School Care, Before School Care, April House Nursery and St Winifred’s School 
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